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Students' Learning in a Simulation Study as Preparatory Education

for the Nursing Practicum
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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the contents of students' learning in a simulation study as
preparatory education for the nursing practicum and obtain educative suggestions. Six
exercises of a combination of documented cases and simulators immediately after surgery
were prepared for 60 students who were scheduled to undergo the adult nursing practicum
to carry out a simulation study. Students' learning was clarified by qualitative inductive
analysis of records of the exercises and examined the problem. As students' learning in
the simulation study, 28 categories were extracted from the six exercises. Furthermore,
the following seven major categories were extracted by the similarity of 28 categories:
"understanding of aims and reminders for management”, "understanding by visual imaging",
"assessment based on the relationship between risks and phenomena", "consideration of
patients' comfort", "Infection prevention skill", "acquisition of safe and reliable skills", and
"calculated behavior". Then, a structural drawing was constructed. Visual imaging aided
understanding by the students and they learned by integrating the knowledge and skills
acquired in previous learning. A simulation study with actual situations with patients in

mind was considered meaningful as preparatory education for the nursing practicum.

Keywords: simulation; exercise of nursing skills; adult nursing practicum; nursing students
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